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during the time of conference, went to the place appointed; only, as had been stipulated, attended with a small party of hoise When they weie met, the earl Hist ofteied all he could to engage Mahoni to the interest of King Chailes, pioposmg some things extravagant enough (as Mahoni himself some time aftei told me) to stagger the faith of a catholic, but all to little purpose Mahoni was inflexible, which obliged the earl to new measures
Wheieupon the eail frankly told him, that he could not, ho\\ evei, but esteem the confidence he had put in him , and, theiefore, to make some retaliation, he was ready to put it in nis powei to avoid the barbarities lately executed at Villa Real My ielation to you, continued the general, inclines me to spate a town under your command You see how near my foices aie, and can hardly doubt our soon being masters of the place, what I would theiefore offer you, said the eail, is a capitulation, that my inclination may be held in countenance by my honour Barbarities, however justified by example, die my uttei avcision, and against my nature, and to testily so much, together with my good will to your pei son, was the main intent of this interview
This frankness so far prevailed on Mahoni, that he agreed to icturn an answer in half an hour Accoidingly, an answer was returned by a Spanish olhcer, and a capitulation agreed upon the earl at the same time endeavouung to bimgovci that officei to King Charles, on much the same topics he used with Mahoni But finding this equally fruitless, whether it was that he tacitly icproached the officer with a want of consideration in neglecting to follow the example of his cornmandei, 01 what ehe, he cieated in that olficci such a jealousy of Mahoni, that was afterward very seiviceable to him in his farther design
To foiwaid which to a good issue, the earl immediately made choice of two di agoons, who, upon promise of promotion, undeitook to go as <^pies to the Duke of Arcos, whose forces lay not far off, on the other side a laige plain, which tht> eail must unavoidably pass, and which would inevitably btf attended with almost insupei able dangers, if there attacked by a foice so much supenor. Those spies, according to instructions, weieto discover to the duke, that they overheard the conference between the earl and Mahom, and at the same time saw a considerable number of pistoles delivered